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Title: Women Empowerment through ICTS
3 key messages
1) ICT matters for gender equality.
2) Gender equality requires ending 

discrimination, violence, and harmful 
practices against women and children. 

3) These are complex problems that 
need multi-stakeholder collaboration.



Source: 
http://ignite.globalfundforwomen.org/gallery/infographi
c-how-does-access-technology-lead-gender-equality
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Source: 
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Goal 5 Targets (First 3)
•End all forms of discrimination against 
all women and girls everywhere

•Eliminate all forms of violence against 
all women (VAW) and girls in the 
public and private spheres, including 
trafficking and sexual and other types 
of exploitation

•Eliminate all harmful practices, such as 
early and forced marriage and 
female genital mutilation 



DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST WOMEN



GENDER 
DISCRIMINATION



VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN



CHILD MARRIAGE

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-
story/2017/08/22/educating-girls-ending-child-
marriage



GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

ILLUSTRATIVE SOLUTIONS

PROBLEMS POLICY PROGRAMS
ACTIVITIES

USE OF ICTS

Discrimination 
against women

Violence against 
Women and Children

Harmful Practices 
against children



GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT - AFGHANISTAN
Afghanistan ILLUSTRATIVE SOLUTIONS

PROBLEMS POLICY PROGRAMS
ACTIVITIES

USE OF ICTS

Discrimination 
against 
women

Less access to 
justice, education  
& employment 
underrepresented 
in decision making.

NAPWA
Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs
UNESCO – ELA

MORE project: 
government 
institutional 
capacity + public 
policy. Quota 
system in National 
assembly. 

Digital literacy 
programmes – 88% 
population under 
mobile coverage. E-
Business, E-commerce. 
Techwomen.asia.

Violence 
against 
Women and 
Children

Domestic violence 2004 –
ratification 
CEDAW+ 2009  
EVAW

Family support toll 
free hotline 

Telephone technology 
for social support + 
gathering data for 
further policy



GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT 

Illustrative Solutions

PROBLEMS POLICY PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES

USE of ICTS

Harmful 
Practices 
against 
children

Forced into early 
marriage – 12% 
under legal 
limitation of 16y
Child labor

EVAW Law – not fully 
implemented. 

UNICEF, Red Cross and 
Save the Children.

Projects and 
campaigns to 
raise 
awareness. 
Economic 
empowerment

Use of digital 
platforms for 
raising awareness.  
UNICEF Af –
multimedia 
content, including 
digital platforms.



TECHWOMEN.ASIA
•Empowerment of women and girls 
•Digital skills
•Mentorship programme
•Leadership and business skills



GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT: THE CASE OF THE PHILIPPINES

ILLUSTRATIVE SOLUTIONS

+PROBLEMS POLICY PROGRAMS
ACTIVITIES

USE OF 
ICTS

Discrimination SB 948

Violence against 
Women

OFW Anti-Trafficking in 
Persons Act of 2003

Harmful 
practices, forced 
& early marriage

Code of 
Muslim 
Personal 
Laws (age 
15)

Special protection of 
Children Against 
Child Abuse, 
Exploitation & 
Discrimination
Declare the Act of 
Child Marriage





OVERVIEW OF POTENTIAL MEASURES 
TO IMPROVE GENDER EQUALITY

Source: McKinsey Global Institute (2018)



TECHNOLOGY-
BASED VIOLENCE 



18 things that we (multiple stakeholders) can do to help end VAW

Woman/Girl

1. Empower yourself. Know your rights and available courses of 
actions in case these rights are violated.

2. Speak out and report to the authorities in case your rights are 
violated.

3. Encourage others to fight for their rights.

Man/Boy

4. Respect women and girls in your home, workplace, and community.

5. Join male groups promoting Anti-VAW efforts and participate in 
discussions to broaden your awareness on the advocacy.

6. Enlighten/advise perpetrators to seek help and join the male Anti-
VAW supporters.

Government agency

7. Equip yourselves with apt trainings and capacity development 
sessions to improve service delivery for your clients.

8. Develop monitoring and evaluation strategy to assess the service 
to your clients supporters.

9. Let people know that you provide the services! We need to inform 
the public that there are government offices that they can turn to and trust 
to assist them towards healing and seeking justice

Barangay (smallest unit of  local government)

10. Ensure that your Barangay VAW Desk is functional. You can use 
the Barangay VAW Desk Handbook developed by PCW and DILG with 
partner agencies to guide you on what to do.

11.Establish linkages with local and national government agencies, as 
well as other organizations near your barangay where you can refer 
victim-survivors of VAW for needed assistance which the barangay is not 
able to provide.

12. Promote harmonious family and community relationships in your 
barangay which is grounded on mutual respect for human rights, and take 
proactive steps to attain a VAW-free community.

Private sector

13. Support the Anti-VAW efforts of the government and your 
immediate community.

14. Establish your own Action Desks where employees and clients can 
go to in case VAW happens.

15. Develop internal rules to proactively ensure that your workplace 
is VAW-free.

Academe/training institutions

16. Include concepts of VAW and women’s human rights in lesson 
plans/lesson guides of your teaching staff

17. Continually conduct/spearhead anti-VAW advocacies in your 
campus, and if possible, to your immediate community through extension 
programs.

18. Setup a Committee on Decorum and Investigation (CODI) where 
students and employees can seek help



HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Estimated 60,000 to 100,000 children in the Philippines are involved in prostitution 
rings, with the highest incidence being in tourist areas. 



EARLY MARRIAGE
Save the Children: Filipino girls are “at least seven times more 
likely to be married if they are poor than if they come from the 
richest families,” and that child marriage generally tends to be 
more prevalent in rural than urban areas.
According to the 2013 National Demographic and Health 
Survey, 15 percent of young adult Filipino women aged 20 to 
24 had their first marriage or began living with their first spouse 
or partner by age 18.

Source: http://www.interaksyon.com/breaking-news/2017/07/11/84311/report-child-marriage-robs-girls-of-their-future-and-nations-coffers-too/

http://www.interaksyon.com/breaking-news/2017/07/11/84311/report-child-marriage-robs-girls-of-their-future-and-nations-coffers-too/


STRATEGIES TO PREVENT OR DELAY MARRIAGE

Empowering girls with information, skills, and support networks;

Educating and mobilizing parents and community members;

Enhancing the accessibility and quality of formal schooling for girls;

Offering economic support and incentives for girls and their families; and

Fostering an enabling legal and policy framework.

Interventions that promote education, like “cash transfers, school vouchers, free 
school uniforms, reductions in school fees, teacher training, and life skills 
curricula” are also likely to help.



USING TECHNOLOGY TO COMBAT HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING

Microsoft efforts and technologies now being applied to combat trafficking include: Check out 
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2015/06/22/fighting-human-trafficking-with-technology/ 

Microsoft Digital Crimes Unit (DCU). This organization of attorneys, investigators, forensic analysts, and 
business professionals in 30 countries around the world assist law enforcement in combatting all types of 
cybercrime to help create a safer digital world.

PhotoDNA. This product creates a unique fingerprint-like signature for images that can be used to better 
identify child pornography online and has been donated to Interpol for its International Child Sexual 
Exploitation (ICSE) database.

Child Exploitation Tracking System (CETS). A software-based solution, developed in collaboration with 
Canadian law enforcement, which manages and links child protection cases across jurisdictional boundaries 
worldwide.

Computer Online Forensic Evidence Extractor (COFEE). This kit helps computer forensic investigators extract 
digital evidence from any computer using a Windows operating system.

Guardian App. This app leverages mobile technology to provide real time tracking, two-way communication 
and enhanced situational awareness for those at risk, their families and law enforcement.

Business for Social Responsibility - https://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/announcing-a-new-
collaboration-using-tech-to-combat-human-trafficking

https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2015/06/22/fighting-human-trafficking-with-technology/
https://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/announcing-a-new-collaboration-using-tech-to-combat-human-trafficking


CHILD MARRIAGE
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child declared a child to be anyone under 18 years old.

http://www2.unwomen.org/-
/media/field%20office%20americas/documentos/publicaciones/2017/10/20170927_cedaw_ict.pdf?la=en&vs=33
20

USAID. Child, Early and Force Child Marriage - https://www.thecompassforsbc.org/sbcc-tools/child-early-and-forced-
marriage-resource-guide

Mobile based Technology to Prevent Child Marriage - https://techworldbd24.com/index.php/techworld/296 

Mobile App to Prevent Child Marriage - https://techworldbd24.com/index.php/techworld/296

Save the Children's Ishraq programme, which prepares girls in Upper Egypt for re-entry into formal schooling using 
group-based programming

BRAC's Social and Financial Empowerment for Adolescents (SoFEA) programme, which provides social and economic 
development opportunities for girls in Bangladesh using peer-led, group-based programming;

Pathfinder International's PRACHAR, a comprehensive behaviour change programme in northern India, which included a 
3-day reproductive health training for adolescent girls and boys; and

CARE Ethiopia's Towards Economic and Sexual/Reproductive Health for Adolescent Girls (TESFA) programme, which 
promoted sexual and reproductive health and economic empowerment for married adolescent girls in Amhara, Ethiopia 
using group-based programming and community mobilisation activities.

Child Protection and  ICTs - https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_79672.html

http://www2.unwomen.org/-/media/field%20office%20americas/documentos/publicaciones/2017/10/20170927_cedaw_ict.pdf?la=en&vs=3320
https://www.thecompassforsbc.org/sbcc-tools/child-early-and-forced-marriage-resource-guide
https://techworldbd24.com/index.php/techworld/296
https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_79672.html

